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Summary of Book: 

The role of care and relationship-building with youth participants are seldom discussed in 
methodological texts or graduate training programs for qualitative researchers. Instead, youth -- 
particularly from marginalized or non-dominant communities -- are often positioned as the 
subjects of educational and social science research, but concerns about their wellbeing or the 
process by which researchers come to make meaning of their lives may go unexamined. 
School-based researchers occupy a unique position in relation to youth participants -- as curious, 
often caring, adults who spend time in their school buildings often without official academic or 
disciplinary responsibilities. Thus, the role of school-based researcher has unexpected and 
sometimes contradictory demands and rewards, which impact the research process, its outcomes, 
and  youth’s lives.  

Drawing on their own research experiences in K-12 schools, the authors in this volume 
will examine the ethical complications, methodological challenges, and opportunities for 
reciprocal caring relationships with youth participants at various stages of the research process. 
Each chapter will knit together empirical data from the authors’ school-based qualitative research 
with reflections about their methodological approach to working with youth. Collectively, the 
chapters in this volume affirm young people as essential to the research process, not only as 
research participants or subjects, but also as vital to the direction and nature of research.  

The book, tentatively titled Caring and Being There: Complicating Qualitative Research 
with Youth in School Settings,  will be organized around five sections which roughly chronicle the 
major stages of a school-based research project: 1) Understanding the school context and legacy 
of (un)caring institutions; 2) Entering the school as a researcher; 3) Building relationships with 
youth and others; 4) Sustaining and managing complex interactions, relationships, and ethical 
dilemmas; 5) Leaving the school and navigating relationships beyond. 

This volume intends to support emerging scholars in doing responsible and ethical 
qualitative research in schools that does not simply care about youth’s stories as data, but instead 
treats their full lives with care.  
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Call for Chapter Proposals: 
We invite proposals for chapters from diverse perspectives and disciplines that explore the role 
of care -- and its complications and consequences -- in conducting school-based qualitative 
research with youth. Possible chapter topics include, but are not limited to: 
 

● Gaining access and/or working with school gatekeepers 
● Initiating research relationships 
● Interacting with students through social/digital media 
● Negotiating relationships between students and teachers 
● Managing disciplinary interactions 
● Navigating dynamics of identity, power, and difference 
● Developing and maintaining trust  
● Functioning (or not) as a “mandated reporter” 
● Being friends with participants 
● Handling personal information shared by youth 
● Deciding how to inhabit school spaces 
● Sustaining relationships after leaving the field 

 
The editors are in conversation with an academic press, Bloomsbury Publishing, which has 
expressed interest. Formal commitment from the press will come after all chapters for the edited 
volume have been proposed. 
 
Submission Information: 
Please submit an abstract of your proposed chapter as a Word document, 400-500 words, to 
caringandbeingthere@gmail.com . Describe the focus of your chapter as well as how you see it 
fitting in within the scope of the volume (including in which section of the book you think it 
belongs). Additionally, include 3-5 keywords and a short author biography and/or your CV as a 
separate attachment. 
 
Chapter proposals will be reviewed based on the following criteria: 

● Focuses on school-based qualitative research with youth 
● Rooted in relevant literature 
● Aligned to one of the major sections of the books 
● Demonstrates rigorous reflexivity and attention to methods 
● Fits within broader conceptualization of care or the relational dimensions of research 

 
Important Dates: 

● Chapter abstracts due by August 15, 2019 
● Authors will be notified of a decision by September 15, 2019. 
● If accepted, complete chapters will be due by January 15, 2020 
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